Congress of the Mnited States
MWashington, DE 20515

January 31, 2014

Mr. Victor Mendez

Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Administrator Mendez,

We are writing to request that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) waive the current weight
restrictions as they apply to commercial motor vehicle travel on interstate highways to facilitate the
increased transport of propane gas to the North, South, and Mid-American regions of the country. We
appreciate the Department of Transportation, specifically the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, working with the affected regions in granting hours of service (HOS) waivers, but the
situation on the ground calls for stronger action.

The weight restrictions are codified in Section 17 of Part 658 in Title 23 of the Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR). We understand that one of the means by which a weight limit waiver can be granted
is though a Presidentially-declared emergency or major disaster under the Stafford Act (PL 93-288 as
amended). However, we urge the Administration to take any action possible to help alleviate the
dangerous situation in the impacted regions.

The cold weather, along with other factors, has created a major propane gas shortage in many areas. This
shortage has forced propane marketers to travel greater distances to secure fuel. By granting a temporary
waiver to the truck weight limits, carriers could transport more fuel to the affected regions.

These challenging circumstances pose a significant threat to life and property, and we believe that a
temporary waiver for weight restrictions is necessary to meet the critical demand for heating fuel. It
would ease the burden on carriers, allowing them to make trips that are more efficient, and thus better
able to meet the demands of the market.

Other federal agencies have already taken action to help alleviate this dangerous situation, including the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) and Department of Energy. We urge the FHWA
to take any action within their power to provide assistance to the affected regions.

We appreciate your attention to this matter, as well as your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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Vicky Hartzl
Member of Congress
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